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SUBJECT: REPROCESSING - PRESS TREATMENT 

REF: (A) ISLAMABAD 8318; (B) STATE 215950 

1 . IN WHAT IS OBVIOUSLY INSPIRED STORY, GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED 
PAKISTAN TIMES AUG. 25 CARRIES FULLER EXPLANATION OF WHAT 
GEN. ZIA SAID IN AUG. 23 PRESS CONFERENCE. FOLLOWING ARE 
DIRECT EXCERPTS FROM PAKISTAN TIMES STORY: 
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QUOTE: IN REPLY OF THE FRENCH PRESIDENT, MR. GISCARD 
D'ESTAING TO THE CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR, GEN. M. 
ZIA-UL-HAQ IS NOT HELPFUL FOR THE FULFILLMENT OF THE 
CONTRACT ON THE REPROCESSING PLANT. 

THIS WHAT WAS IMPLIED BY GENERAL ZIA-UL-HAQ'S REPLY TO A 
QUESTION DURING THE COURSE OF HIS PRESS CONFERENCE YESTER- 
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DAY. MODIFICATION OF THE PLANT IS WHAT PAKISTAN HAS ALWAYS 
CONSIDERED IMPRACTICABLE. BUT THIS IS WHAT THE FRENCH 
PRESIDENT HAS ASKED PAKISTAN TO DO. 

HE HAS EXPRESSED HIS GOVERNMENT'S INABILITY TO SUPPLY THE 
PLANT AS AGREED UPON "UNDER THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES.” 

WHAT THOSE "CIRCUMSTANCES" ARE HAVE NOT BEEN DISCLOSED, 

BUT AMERICA HAS BEEN MOUNTING PRESSURE ON BOTH FRANCE 
AND PAKISTAN FOR OVER A YEAR TO CANCEL THE CONTRACT TO 
"PREVENT PROLIFERATION." 

BEFORE FRANCE EXPRESSED ITS DISINCLINATION TO SUPPLY THE 
PLANT IN THE FORM AGREED UPON, THE AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION 
MADE IT KNOWN THAT IT WOULD NOT MODIFY ITS DECISION UNDER 
WHICH NON-FOOD AID TO PAKISTAN WAS STOPPED IN APRIL LAST 
YEAR. ACCORDING TO INDIAN REPORTS, THE U.S. ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF STATE WHO RECENTLY VISITED THE SUB-CONTINENT 
HAD INDICATED TO THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT THAT THE PAKISTAN- 
FRANCE AGREEMENT WOULD BE OFF. 

OBVIOUSLY, THEREFORE, PAKISTAN REQUIRES BIG DOSES OF ENERGY, 

AND IN VIEW OF ITS NOT VERY HIGH HYDRO AND COAL POTENTIAL, 
NUCLEAR ENERGY SEEMS TO BE ONLY LASTING AND DEPENDABLE SOURCE 
FOR IT. NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY HAS TO BE PROCURED, WHAT 
EVER THE PRESSURES AND HURDLES, AND "COME WHAT MAY." AS 
THE CMLA SAID. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 ISLAMA 08334 250741Z 


PAKISTAN IS SUPPOSED TO BE IN POSSESSION OF NUCLEAR KNOW- 
HOW; ONLY THE BASIC INDUSTRY IS LACING WHICH IT WILL HAVE 
TO BUILD INDEPENDENTLY. MANY COUNTRIES HAVE DONE THIS, 

AND SINCE PAKISTAN IS PLEDGED TO NON-PROLIFERATION AND CREA- 
TION OF NUCLEAR FREE ZONES IN SEVERAL REGIONS OF THE 
WORLD. ITS SCIENTISTS CAN CONCENTRATE ON IT WITH CLEAR 
CONSCIENCE. END QUOTE. 

2. COMMENT: A QUICK CHECK OF THE URDU PRESS MORNING OF 
AUG 25 SHOWS THIS STORY WITH SLIGHT VARIATIONS WAS CARRIED. 

- THE PAK TIMES PIECE IS HEAVY ON THE NEED FOR NUCLEAR 
ENERGY BUT SPEAKS BROADLY OF GOP DETERMINATION TO 
OBTAIN REQUIRED TECHNOLOGY, AND OMITS SPECIFIC REFERENCE 
TO REPROCESSING AS PART OF THAT TECHNOLOGY. WE WILL BE 
WATCHING CAREFULLY TO SEE IF THE GOP CAN ADHERE TO THIS 
STRATEGY IN ITS PUBLIC HANDLING OF NUCLEAR FALLOUT. 

HUMMEL 
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